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PRESS RELEASE 

FIRE-RES Final Conference Concludes with Strong Call for a 

Wildfire-Resilient Europe 

Brussels, 6 November 2025 — The FIRE-RES project concluded its final high-level conference on 

4–5 November in Brussels, marking a pivotal moment in Europe’s efforts to address the growing 

threat of extreme wildfires. The two-day event, titled “Towards a Wildfire-Resilient Europe: From 

Knowledge to Policy Action,” brought together over 120 participants from across Europe, 

including EU policymakers, Members of the European Parliament, regional governments, 

researchers, and civil society. 

Funded under the Horizon 2020 programme, FIRE-RES has worked across 11 Living Labs in 

Europe to co-design and implement innovative solutions for integrated fire management. The 

final conference showcased the project’s key findings and policy-relevant results, emphasizing 

the urgent need for a shift from reactive fire suppression to proactive, landscape-scale resilience 

strategies. 

Highlights from the event included: 

• Four thematic panels on resilient landscapes, integrated fire management, innovative 

financing, and governance for wildfire resilience. 

• Keynote contributions from international experts including Phillip SeLegue (CAL FIRE, 

USA), Val Charlton (Landworks NPC, South Africa), and Elena Górriz (CTFC). 

• Strategic roundtable discussions with Members of the European Parliament and senior 

EU officials, focusing on embedding wildfire resilience into EU legislation and funding 

instruments. 

• A strong consensus on the need for a new programme for wildfire-resilient territories, 

improved coordination across governance levels and units, and increased investment 

in prevention and innovation. 

Antoni Trasobares, FIRE-RES Coordinator and Director of CTFC, stated: 

“This conference has demonstrated that wildfire resilience is not only a scientific and 

operational challenge—it is a political and societal imperative. We now have the 

tools, knowledge, and partnerships to replicate and implement solutions at large 

scale. That is what we plan to do in the coming years by continuing with this exciting 

project as an upgraded international programme.” 

The event concluded with a call to action for EU institutions to integrate wildfire resilience into 

strategic planning, legislation, and budgetary priorities, ensuring that Europe is better prepared 

for the increasing risks posed by climate change and land-use dynamics. 

For more information or access to the conference materials, please contact: 

• Pau Brunet, FIRE-RES Deputy Project Coordinator – Pau.Brunet@ctfc.cat  

• Beatrice Bellavia, FIRE-RES Communication Team – beatrice.bellavia@euromontana.org 

https://fire-res.eu/
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Additional information 

Date: 4-5 November 2025 

Format: In-person 

Venue (4 Nov): The Hotel, Bd de Waterloo 38, 1000 Brussels 

Venue (5 Nov): Auditorium of the Breydel building, Av. d'Auderghem 45, 1040 Brussels 

Media representatives interested in attending the event should contact Beatrice Bellavia 

(Beatrice.bellavia@euromontana.org)  

 

About FIRE-RES 

FIRE-RES is a 4-year project (2021-2025) led by the Forest Science and Technology Centre of 

Catalonia in Spain and funded under the European Union’s H2020 research and innovation 

programme. The strategic objective of FIRE-RES is to provide the EU with the capacity to avoid 

collapsing in front of Extreme Wildfire Events projected to increase under a harsher climate. The 

project's general objective is to boost this socio-technological transition by integrating 

environmental, climate, health, safety and security, cultural and socio-economic aspects within 

a stream of innovations that encapsulates the demonstration and deployment of proactive 

governance processes, change of forest management practices, large-scale and community-

based risk assessments, awareness and preparedness, models, methods, technologies and 

decision support systems to implement a holistic and integrated fire management strategy to 

efficiently and effectively address Extreme Wildfire Events. 

For press enquiries, please contact: Beatrice Bellavia (Beatrice.bellavia@euromontana.org) and 

Jeffrey Moxom (Jeffrey.moxom@euromontana.org) 


